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These are difficult times and whichever party is elected on 2nd May,  

tough decisions will need to be made. 

That said, the party you choose will determine which services are protected 

and whether an effort is made to rebuild Leicestershire’s economy. The 

Liberal Democrats are determined to offer the best deal on both accounts. 

As the leading party in opposition we have: 

 Put pressure on the Conservatives to ensure that essential services,  

     like PCSOs, have been protected from the cuts. 

 Forced the Conservatives to reconsider their excessive stockpiling of   

     reserves, leading to additional millions being invested in Leicestershire. 

 Led the way in scrutinising the Council leadership, helping uncover  

     the sleaze and abuses of  power that have been hitting the headlines. 

 Been the only party whose councillors kept in touch with residents  

     all year round, rather than just magically appearing at election time! 

Yet despite the areas of  progress we have forced the Conservative 

administration to make, they’re still dragging their feet. They’re still 
holding back on investment, still making decisions behind closed doors 

and are still disconnected from the people of  Leicestershire. 

Labour just complain about the central government in Westminster. 
They don’t have any kind of  vision or solutions for Leicestershire! 

Leicestershire needs to be led by a party with vision and energy, by people 

in touch with the needs and challenges of  everyday people. The following 

pages contain just a few of  the ideas we have to deliver that. 

We ask for your support on 2nd May in order to deliver these plans and help 

us make your voice heard in local government. 

 

 

 

Simon Galton 

Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group 
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Clean up and  
Reform local politics! 

Pages 13-15 

Recent scandals must never happen again! 

Drive forward 
quality services. 

Pages 9-12 

Even in difficult 
times, services can be 
improved through 
good management! 

Invest in Jobs and 
Growth Leicestershire! 

Pages 6-8 

Creating jobs and 
opportunity is an 
urgent priority! 

Protect Services 
with Innovation! 

Pages 4-5 

Services can be 
protected with 
responsible budgeting 
and innovative ways of 
generating income. 

With our guiding principles: 

Our Key Priorities will be to: 

 To ensure that limited resources are used effectively to protect and  
     prioritise the most vital services for the residents of Leicestershire. 

 To ensure that all money is invested wisely to maintain, enhance  
     and create jobs and wealth. 

 That recession must not be used as an excuse to rundown services! 

 Above all to ensure that councillors invest taxpayers money for the  
     public good and prosperity of the whole county and not for personal gain! 



Where is this money coming from? How is it being spent? 
Is it being used in the best possible way for Leicestershire? 
We often ask but the Conservatives refuse to give clear answers. 

We will bring transparency to the accounting of reserves to 
ensure that they are used in the most effective way possible. 

The Conservatives plan to raise Council Tax by 1.5% each year. 

We will only raise Council Tax if: 
1) Leicestershire’s residents have specifically prioritised 

protection of their services through consultation. 
2) The council’s reserves are already being used to their full 

potential. 

These are tough times for local government budgets. 
The Council needs to find ways to deliver more for less 
and to generate the income to help protect your services. 

Utilising Reserves 

The Leicestershire County Council has an estimated 
£99 million in reserves. Every year the Conservatives 
promise to invest some of it in Leicestershire. 

Every year we just end up with even more in reserve! 

Fair on Council Tax 

The coalition has given councils grants, 
allowing them to freeze council tax. 

We supported the use of these grants, 
but they won’t continue indefinitely. 
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We will find ways to generate income to help fund your services! 

Generating an Income 

We are losing government income,  
but there are other ways to fund services. 
For example: 

Investing in renewable energy will 
generate an income, help the environment 
and help us secure energy independence. 

We will also look into directly commissioning them to reduce middleman overheads. 

We will ensure that Leicestershire taxpayers get value for money! 

More Efficient Services 

By taking an innovative approach to services, 
we can ensure that taxpayers get the best value 
for money. For example: 

Blaby Council control their own grass cutting. 
This allows better quality and coordination with 
litter picking. We will encourage District 
Councils to take a similar approach.  

Leicestershire can save money by investing in great local services! 

Investing in Excellent in-house Services 

Sometimes we spend huge amounts on services  
we could better provide ourselves, for example: 

The Council currently spends £14 million each year sending vulnerable children out 
of the County. We will look into developing excellent services here, to increase the 
quality while reducing the bill. We will also aim to attract placements from other 
local authorities to help balance the budget. 
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Boosting the economy must be a priority for the County Council 
over the next four years. With too many people chasing too few 
vacancies, creating jobs and improving the wealth and 
prosperity of Leicestershire’s people is a priority in these 
difficult times. 
 
While the economy’s performance will be largely down to the 
hard work and enterprise of Leicestershire’s people, there are 
things that the County Council can do to support their efforts! 

Boosting the Local Economy 
We will work in partnership with the LLEP 
and City and District councils to find and 
ease sticking points in the local economy. 

We will support city deals across the 
Midlands, working cross-border to 
maximise impact. 

We will listen to local businesses to find 
out what their greatest needs are, and see 
what can be done to address them. 

We will put together a long term strategy, 
analysing where industry is going and the 
skills required by future generations. 

 
We will: 
• Push for relief roads and bypasses to reduce  
   congestion in residential areas. 
• Push for the electrification of the Midland Mainline and  
   improvement of Cross Country services to Leicester. 
• Invest in affordable housing to reduce the costs of  
   living and to allow more people a home of their own. 

Good infrastructure helps reduces costs and inefficiencies in business and 
investment in housing lowers the cost of living. Investing in either creates jobs in 
the short run and a more efficient and prosperous economy in the long run. 

Investing in Housing and Infrastructure 

6 



The largest concern for Leicestershire 
businesses over the last few years has been 
spiralling energy costs. 

We will help local business reduce energy 
costs by providing free advice on accessing  
the Green Deal, investing in energy efficiency 
and generating green energy. 

Many of Leicestershire’s businesses have cashflow 
 concerns, particularly small sized businesses. 

We will establish a Credit Partnership:  
• To invest and provide much needed finance to  
   local small and medium sized businesses. 
• Drawing on both private and public funding in order to  
   maximise the funds available to invest in Leicestershire. 
• Run independently by existing market experts 
   to ensure that taxpayer money is used effectively. 

Securing Finance 

Reducing Energy Costs 

A strong internet connection is becoming essential for 
good business and our rural areas mustn’t be left out. 

Projects in other rural areas, such as B4RN, have found 
ways to install networks at a lower cost than traditional 
providers while providing much faster speeds. 

We will work with both communities and partners to 
bring the best broadband service to Leicestershire. 

Superfast Internet for All!! 
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A key part of strengthening the economy  
involves addressing the key concerns of local businesses.  
Surveys over the past years have shown energy costs and cashflow to be the top concerns. 
Here are some of the ways we plan to help: 



To help young people progress in their career we will: 

• Initiate a jobs fund to help them find work  
   opportunities in this difficult economy. 
• Ensure a transport pass to aid them getting to  
   interviews and work experience is available countywide. 
• Increase opportunity by supporting apprenticeships. 

Industry surveys repeatedly show that despite the 
number of people looking for a job, employers are still 
struggling to find employees with the right skills, 
especially in engineering and manufacturing. 

• Boosting children’s chances with intensive learning   
   for valuable skills such as computer programming  
• Introducing bursaries to encourage scientific and   
   engineering studies to meet needs of industry. 

Youth Jobs Fund 

Equipping them with the Skills to Succeed! 

With house prices increasingly expensive, 
and the deposit for mortgages increasingly 
hard to obtain, owning a house can often 
seem like a distant dream for young people. 

We will continue to support and finance the 
Local Area Mortgage Scheme to assist first 
time buyers establish a home of their own. 

Mortgage Deposit Scheme for First Time Buyers 
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Young people are our future. 
We must invest to ensure that our citizens of the future 
have the skills and resources to build a prosperous society. 



Guaranteeing Support for Local Schools! 

As the change to academies continues as a key Government policy, we urge Governors 
and head teachers of LA-maintained schools to give careful consideration to changing 
their status if and when they think it to be in the best interests of their children. 

The Local Authority will continue to offer traded services and to carry out its numerous 
remaining statutory duties and some schools may well prefer to leave their status 
unchanged. We will review the decision to wind up the School Improvement Service. 

We will ensure effective and value-for-money services to schools wishing to remain 
within the framework of Leicestershire County Council.  

It is the duty of all educational 
establishments to accommodate students 
with Special Educational Needs. 

We support the recommendations in the 
Green Paper "Support and Aspiration" and 
the improvements that will follow from it. 

Taking SEN Seriously 

We will ensure that no Library provision is 
removed and that people in all areas of 
Leicestershire have access to library services. We 
will also look into extending the use of libraries to 
other functions to help keep them viable. 

We will also increase the provision of e-books, 
allowing users to read library books electronically. 

Protecting Library Services 
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Working with Communities 

There are a number of different organisations working to make our communities safer, 
but good leadership is required to coordinate them, to maximise their effect. 

We will work with partners at all levels; Voluntary, Parish, District, County and the 
Police and Crime Commissioner; to make our communities safer. 

We will assist communities in enforcing existing 
speed limits and weight limits on residential streets 
and re-introduce the RIOT schemes to reduce the 
impact of traffic in local communities. 

We will continue to invest in cycle paths and take 
measures to prevent parking on them. 

We will support the introduction of 20 MPH zones in 
order to improve safety in residential areas. 

Safer Roads 

We will reaffirm the County Council’s 
commitment to Neighbourhood Policing through 
the continued support of Police Community 
Support Officers. 

We will work in partnership with the Police and 
District Councils to ensure that PCSO numbers 
are maintained. 

Supporting Local Police 

10 



Long Term Planning 

We will work with District planning authorities to ensure that employment sites, 
schools and roads are designed in at the start of any new major developments. 

Parts of the County already grind to a halt as a result of the inadequacy of the present 
road network. We will ensure that transport planning properly considers the long term 
effects and infrastructure needs of developments. 

Leicestershire’s heritage consists of both the built 
and natural environment. It is essential that both 
are safeguarded as more and more development 
takes place. 

We also recognise that many of our villages have 
strong community identities that are reinforced by 
the “green wedges” that separate them from other 
developments. We want to see these green wedges 
protected, preserving the identity of these villages. 

Protecting Green Spaces 

Taking Highway Maintenance Seriously 

Recent spates of extreme weather have left 
our highways in a critical state. We would use 
budget underspends to prioritise clearing the 
backlog of repairs to potholes and gullies. 

The damage that potholes and blocked 
gullies can cause makes it a false economy 
to just let them deteriorate further. 
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Extending Extra Care 

We will work with public and private partners to develop more Extra Care schemes 
across the County, including shared ownership by residents. 

This will ensure that older people have more say and choice in how they live.  
Helping people maintain independence is key to a good quality of life in retirement. 

Elderly persons homes are vital for those who 
need more intensive care. The past few years 
have seen valued care homes given away 
without proper consultation and with little 
regard for the residents and staff within them. 

We will work to ensure that residents are 
treated with the care and dignity they deserve, 
wherever they reside! 

Careful with Care 

 
• We will use public health budgets to push   
   prevention measures in key areas such as smoking,  
   obesity and heart disease, for all age groups. 
• We will ensure all parts of the County Council  
   work towards this. For example, in Highways use  
   design and maintenance to encourage walking 
   and cycling, rather than being car focussed. 
• We will work with health to ensure these changes  
   extends to the NHS. 

Given the projected increases in the elderly population, we expect 
major increases in demand for services. We want to deal with this by 
helping everyone to live longer, to stay healthy and enjoy life! 

Focus on Prevention 
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The Liberal Democrats want to ensure that Leicestershire is 
never embarrassed by these kinds of headlines ever again. 

Our candidates will sign a 

contract of proper behaviour. 

Signed 

……………………………………………. your Liberal Democrat Councillors 

Any complaints will 

investigated by the party. 

Any member that fails to  

uphold the Code of  Conduct  

or the Seven Principles of    

Public Service will be subject 

to disciplinary action. 

We will push the Government to 
give councils powers to punish 
misbehaving councillors. A proper 
deterrent for misbehaviour. 

We have also updated our standing 
orders to include a code of conduct 
and a system of enforcement. 
Liberal Democrat Councillors will 
be bound by a tough internal 
standards regime. 

• It lacks the power of a proper deterrent. 

• This has prevented recent scandals  
   being dealt with decisively! 

• Scandals need to be dealt with quickly and effectively. 

The Council has a Code of Conduct but no Powers to Enforce it.  
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The last few years haven’t been Leicestershire’s finest… 



We believe that you should be able to take 
part in decisions about your local area. 

We will: 
• Give District and Parish Councils more  
   power to deal with local issues. 
• Look into establishing local forums,  
   allowing local people to oversee their  
   services with a delegated budget. 

Communities will decide! 

We will take measures 
to make your voice heard: 
• Lower the threshold for petitions    
  to be heard at Council meetings. 
• Properly engage through consultations  
  rather than ignore or “interpret”  
  them to suit existing agendas. 

We will encourage the public to: 
• Attend Cabinet and Council meetings 
• Speak and ask questions. 
• Challenge us and the Council on 
   issues you disagree with! 

We will be Open! 

We will Listen! 
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Most decisions on the County Council 
are made by a cabinet of just 10 councillors.  
Decisions are effectively agreed beforehand in private briefings 
with no opportunity for the outside world to challenge them! 

Not only has this led to bad decision making, it has 
allowed the current administration to cover up problems! 

Leicestershire County Council’s 14 year experiment with the  

cabinet system has failed. Time for a system of politics that works! 
15 

• We will  ensure that all councillors  
   have a role in decision making. 
• With more open debate and more  
   opportunity to challenge decisions. 
• Enabling your local councillor 
   to make your voice heard! 

We will initially run cabinet in a more open and transparent way.  
We will even consider replacing the cabinet system altogether! 

The actions of the current administration have led us to conclude 
that drastic reform is needed to improve politics in Leicestershire. 

• No debate 
• No questions from the public 
• No opportunity to challenge  
   decisions. 

They usually just rubber stamp what has 
already been decided behind closed doors! 

When cabinet later meets in public, there is: 



Thanks for reading! 

The Leicestershire Lib Dems! 

Contact us: 
info@leicestershirelibdems.org.uk 

Tel: 0116 305 6064 

Want to get involved? 

mailto:info@leicestershirelibdems.org.uk

